
  



 

The IDL Literacy Screener is a simple, effective online tool that can be used to highlight 
dyslexic type difficulties. The test takes around 30 minutes to complete and is perfect for 
screening pupils aged 8 and over. It can be used with groups and individuals where there 
may be a concern about their literacy progress.

Early identification of difficulties is vital for appropriate and targeted support. This test is 
incredibly easy to administer, with only one teacher or teaching assistant invigilating a whole 
class. Results can then be interpreted by class teachers and SENCOs who will find them 
invaluable for developing appropriate interventions. 

Each element of the screener is designed to test several factors often affected by dyslexia 
and similar learning difficulties. As is the case with many learning difficulties, there are 
numerous factors which are briefly summarized below: 
 

 Recognising the names of letters 
 Identifying units of sound 
 Able to identify vowels 
 Recalling sequences of letters and numbers 
 Visual and auditory recall 
 Ordering and sequencing 
 Working memory 
 Blending phonemes 
 Distinguishing between similar looking letters 

 

The screener consists of 11 separate tasks. Each with a few iterations of similar or 
escalating complexity intended to test for common symptoms of reading difficulties.  

There is no time limit and questions that are not intended to ascertain short term memory will 
have options to repeat audio prompts for improved accessibility. The screener also uses the 
customisable colours in the same manner as IDL Literacy meaning that learners with 
previously identified issues can read more easily.  

How well a user does in each question is recorded separately and measured against a scale 
to highlight significantly below average ability in each aspect. As the screener sees more 
widespread use, this normalisation will become more effective at identifying below average 
results.  

These questions will test the learner’s ability to accurately name each letter following audio 
prompts. Difficulty recognising letters can be an indicator of dyslexia and other visual 
processing difficulties.  

The program will show the letter’s name (not their sound) and the learner must choose the 
correct name from a selection of audios.  



 

 

Difficulty associating letters with sounds can be an indication of learning difficulties or low 
ability depending upon age.  

Difficulties in connecting sounds with symbols are common in dysphonetic dyslexia. This 
form of audio dyslexia means that a learner might not be able to link a sound with the letters 
which ‘make it’. 

In this question, the learner is played a word and asked if it begins with the letter shown. 

 

Identifying and recalling groups of letters is an excellent test of ability in language. 

The learner is presented with a grid of randomised letters and must select the vowels. They 
are not allowed to move on until they have highlighted the five vowels, the question does not 
require that they know the number of vowels. 



 

 

Misremembering commonly used sequences is a symptom of processing problems, both 
visual and audio. Efficiently accessing short-term recollection is a problem for people with 
dyslexia and other disorganised conditions.  

This question presents the learner with a hopefully familiar sequence like days of the week 
and then randomises them. They must click or drag the tiles into the correct order. They are 
unable to continue until all tiles are in a position however it does not have to be correct for 
them to progress. 

Days of the week will appear in the order most traditionally used for the learner’s country 
which for the UK/US will be Mon-Sun. 

 

Building on the earlier question, this section will ascertain specific problems with working 
memory and auditory temporal processing (the ability to quickly decode a sound).  

The program will read the numbers aloud whilst displaying the numerals before they vanish. 
The learner will then enter the same numbers in the correct order using the touchpad or their 
keyboard. The sequences become longer as they progress. 



 

 

Decoding words and recognising the grapheme-phoneme correspondence is an essential 
skill and profound difficulties in this process can be a sign of auditory processing problems. 
With this in mind, the sound blending portion of the screener tests for any phonemic issues 
and other symptoms of auditory dyslexia. 

The program will play a word and then ask the learner to use the presented letters to spell 
the word. This tests the listener’s ability to process the visual representation of the sound 
and then organise them to form a word. This goes hand in hand working memory and 
processing. 

 

The inability to distinguish between words that sound the same or words with small changes 
of only one or two letters can be an indicator of an auditory processing disorder.   

The program will play a word and the learner must choose the matching option from the 
selection provided.  



 

 

The inability to distinguish between words with misplaced letters or to pick out a letter from a 
group of letters can be a good indication of a visual processing disorder. This is distinct from 
auditory dyslexia and those with visual processing disorders often have good phonemic 
awareness. 

This question will present a series of anagrams as well as the correct word or letters. The 
learner must select the correct word or letter and demonstrate their ability to understand the 
graphemes in the correct order to form those sounds.  

 

 Where a learner hears one phoneme, they may inadvertently or incorrectly write another – 
many people with APD (auditory processing disorders) or similar conditions will write 
phonetically correct words whilst spelling them incorrectly (e.g., cak instead of cake).  

The program shows a series of words, hiding each before revealing the next, and asks the 
learner to identify which is the odd one out. The words are all phonetically similar, being the 
same length and will differ only by one grapheme. 



 

 

Sequencing skills are connected to executive function and makes recall of information 
easier. With conditions which effect these components, difficulty recalling systems like the 
alphabet can be an indicator.  

The program provides a series of cards which the learner must move into alphabetical order. 

 

A simple spelling test to ascertain the learner’s general phonetic ability. Whilst many 
conditions exist which can affect the rate at which a learner develops, there is always the 
possibility that they simply have not encoded the information for some other reason. This 
question is designed to help differentiate between SEND and non-specific low ability. 

The program reads out a word and the learner must enter the correct spelling using the 
screen or their keyboard. The words chosen are from lists of commonly misspelt words and 
will grow more complex as the test progresses.  



 

 

Each of the questions in the screener will be presented separately with low scores being 
flagged by the program. An average score for each question will be calculated and become 
increasingly accurate as more results are collated.  

Areas of specific relevance to dyslexia will be highlighted to assist differentiating between 
SEND and lower ability learners. 


